	
	
	Left: Animation of the Parsons epicyclic engine. 

This animation has a different frame of reference. Here the cylinder assembly is held still. It shows the crankshaft axis describing a circle, demonstrating that in reality the cylinder assembly does not just rotate, but follows an epicyclic path as its bearing is offset from the crankshaft axis. Hope that's clear... 

This superb animation is kindly provided by Bill Todd 


